
Overview 
 

Over the past 8 years, Snell Group motor technicians have 
performed over 250,000 motor tests. As a leader in motor 
circuit testing, we noticed the industry lacked any training 
and certification guidelines. We have successfully developed 
appropriate training guidelines to enable technicians to suc-
cessfully use this wonderful technology. 
 
The Snell Group is taking an active role to remove confusion 
about certification in the technology as well. The Snell 
Group has always had the same stance on certification, and 
that has been to provide training and certification services 
that meet the real needs of our students, their cli-
ents/employers, and for the respective testing industries to 
maintain a high degree of professionalism. 
 
The Snell Certification Standard 
 

For certification, we follow the American Society of Nondestructive Testing (ASNT) model of certification, 
and have created a certification standard that sets the benchmark for MCA qualification--The Snell Certi-
fication Standard for MCA. While motor testing is not an approved method by ASNT, we utilize the basic 
methodologies and guidelines they have established for certification. Why follow the ASNT model? Be-
cause ASNT, an independent and respected professional standards organization, has successfully given 
us both the definitions and framework for qualification and certification in 13 other test methods for 
nearly 60 years.  
 
According to ASNT, the definition of certification is “written testimony of qualification”, and qualified is 
defined as “competent." To become qualified you must gain knowledge and then apply that knowledge 
over a period of time to acquire the skills to properly perform the necessary task(s). To become certified 
you must prove your competence directly, in person, to an expert in the field who has the credentials 
necessary to evaluate your performance. ASNT states that the three components of certification are 
training, documented experience, and testing. This is the basis of The Snell Group Certification Standard. 
 
MCA Training That Provides a Path to Qualification 
 

Our Offline and Online training course students will have an opportunity to take a three-part examination 
that satisfies the testing portion of the certification process. It consists of a practical exam, and two writ-
ten examinations. The 40 question General Exam will evaluate your general knowledge of motors, the 
theory of motors and their construction, appropriate 
safety procedures, as well as the theory behind motor 
testing and the failure modes you can detect. The 20 
question Specific Exam will be based on your particular 
motor tester, the tests it performs, the data it acquires 
and any written procedures you have. If you don’t have 
written procedures, we’ll provide you applicable informa-
tion based on accepted EASA, NEMA, ISO, NETA and 
IEEE standards. During the practical exam, you will be 
required to prove you have the skills necessary to per-
form proper data collection, testing and basic analysis in 
the field using your motor tester. 
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Students will also leave the course with a copy of a sample Written Practice. A Written Practice is a sug-
gested guideline on how to organize and manage a certification program for your company, and de-
scribes the educational, experience and testing requirements for certification for your organization. As 
part of the course fee we will help you after the course to put in place a meaningful and effective MCA 
written practice. 
 
Why You Should Work With The Snell Group 
 

We believe we are uniquely qualified to promote this new process for our clients and students to achieve 
qualification in motor testing. The Snell Group currently has four ASNT Level III Certificate Holders on 
staff to oversee the entire process. We are also 
actively involved in ASNT, ASTM, ISO, NETA, IEEE 
and NFPA committees, as well as several other 
national and international professional organiza-
tions. For the past 15 years we have rigorously 
followed the guidelines and standards of 
ASNT. This is why we are the training company of 
choice for companies and organizations that de-
mand their technicians be qualified and up to the 
task at hand. Organizations such as NASA, Ford 
Motor Company, DuPont, US Navy, Hartford 
Steam Boiler, the Southern Company and hun-
dreds of consulting firms know what is most im-
portant—producing qualified personnel. 
 
Our Legacy 
 

The Snell Group takes certification very seriously, 
and believes it is imperative to continuously work 
at maintaining high professional standards to allow 
this amazing technology to grow and mature as an industry. We believe all of our many instructors and 
technicians are professionals, and we believe that you want the same thing. It is not like other organiza-
tions that merely certify you when you attend a course or send in a report after the class. To be certified 
under The Snell Certification Standard, you must show that you have not only have the required knowl-
edge, but that you can prove proficiency with the equipment you are to use, while done in person under 
proper testing conditions. 
 
At The Snell Group we have only one goal--to provide training and certification services that create pro-
fessionals who are the best in their field. Why should you settle for anything less? Remember, our knowl-
edge is your advantage. 
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